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DIY jazz church ser

THE first jazz church s@rvice

that I attended featured the
Phil Mason Band, I think ata
Dove Holes Jazz Festival, ab-
out 20 years ago. | found it to
be awonderfully uplifting ex-
perience.

Soon after came the period
when the Isle of Man — vuhc're
I'have lived this last 30
~ had its own jazz festival,
and each year the festival fea-
tured a Sunday morning jazz
church service. This took
place each year at an Angli-
can church; the vicar at the
time was knowledgeable and

stic
year one or other of the visit-
ing bands would lead the
music and it was always an
enjoyable occasion,

Then one year, which co-
incidentally happened to be
the last year that the Isle of
Man festival took place, the
Rev had been replaced with a
new vicarwith no knowledge
of jazz. He had arranged a
service choosing from the
‘normal Anglican repertoire of
hymns, without considera-
ﬂun of whether they could be

with a jazz slant.
lle then sent this play list off
to the designated visiting.
band (which shall be name-
less) andarranged for a clas:
sical soprano to be the fea-
tured soloist.

Meanwhile in England, the
band had received a list of
hymns of which they had
never heard. They did not
read music, so reached the
conclusion that there was
nothing they could do about
the situation and thought no
more about it.

CGome the Sunday morning,
it becomes apparent that un-
less the regular church organ-
ist can be quickly co-opted,
there is no accompaniment
for the chosen hymns. Luck-
ily, he is found. Meanwhile
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Left is Laxey Methodist church which held the jazz service put together by Colin Clark. Above is the seven-

stage (or church
doingnothing exceptlooking
most uncomfortable, except
for when they play a gospel
song from their repertoire
somewhere in the middle of
the service.

This fiasco was an embar-
rassment for all concerned
and its memory stuck in my
mind.

- Meaningful

Soabout 10 years ago it oc-
curred to me that there didn't
need to be a festival or a vis-
iting band in order to have a
‘meaningful jazz church serv-
ice. I had been gigging since.
my teens, then giving me a
50 year track record (now 60
years plus). [ felt that T could
not fail to do better than that
recent travesty!

My first job was to estab-
lish whethermy own church,
Laxey Methodist church,
would welcome a jazz serv-
ice. I somewhat diffidently
put the suggestion to our

greatly by the
enthusiasm with which the
idea was accepted.

Ithen had to find my band.
At that point | was leading a
five-piece band, playing a
trad to mainstream reper-
toire with an unusual line up,
comprising myself on alto, a
clarinet and tenor player,
electric guitar, electric up-
right bass and drums, The
guitar player was notkeen on
the whole church thing, but
fortunately one of the.
warts of our church was (and.
is) a talented guitarist and
singer, so she was co-opted. [
then co-opted a trombone
player and a keyboard player,
friends playing in other ba-
nds, and we had a seven-
piece band.

Ithen started looking fora
format for the service and ap-
propriate music. The format
of our services closely follows
the regular Methodist format
with five hymns, two Bible
readings, a sermon, a soloist
and two tranches of prayer.

A performance taking place at the Isle of Man's Jazz Festival.

‘Since Methodism has itinerant preachers in
charge of several churches and chapels,
assisted by many lay preachers, it has been
possible to have a different preacher each year.
Some of them having a knowledge of jazz,
some totally without. All seem to have enjoyed
the experience.’

One i that has be-
come a tradition over the
years is that we do not say the.
Lord's Prayer together, but
listen and watch Mahalia
Jackson at the 1958 Newport
Festival (a performance that
still moves me to tears every
time I hear it), Our hymns are

of the hymn-b

our
are “Lord, Lmd. Lord} “Lone-
some road’, “Just a closer
walk” and “We shall over-
come’;

Of course, even a jazz serv-
ice needs some practice and
‘my musician friends are all
busy people. So what | have

all taken from one or other. done fnnhelaslsevem] years
ks used in some be-
Methodist services and we  ingrepeats and some new to

have tried many over the last
10 years, some of which have
become perennials. Some fa-
vourites are “Mine eyes have
seen the glory’, “The old ru-
gged cross, “What a friend
we have in Jesus’ “Send the
fire’, “Amazing grace” and
“Walk, walkin the light
Iwas delighted to note that
in the Methodist Recorder
(July 14, 2017) “My top 20 fo-
rmative Christian artist al-
bums” by Tony Jasper listed
Mahalia Jackson at Newport
as his number one choice
and his top choice from the
album her version of the
Lord's Prayer.
* In addition to the music
within the service, we alw.
playgospel songs for 15
utes before the advertised
service time and finished
with “The saints” after the
benediction. The before ser-
vice period gives the band its
best blow and we try to en-
courage the congregation to
arrive carly for this. Some of

s, For the new music [ have
sent to the musicians in ad-
vance either full music or
chord symbols (whatever is
available) together with hy-
perlinks to videos. And we as-
semble one-and-a-half-hours
before seryice time for an
hour's run through, so thatwe
can have a short break before.
the service. This seems to
work forus.

Successfully

I have also taken the init-
iative in inviting a preacher
ach year. For our first year [
invited Anglican preacher, the
RevBrian Partington who had
successfully run the services
in Douglas during Jazz Ve
vals. Since Methodism has
itinerant preachers in charge
of several churches and cha-
pels, assisted by many lay
preachers, it has been possi-
ble to have a different pre-
acher each year. Some of
them having a knowledge of

jazz, some totally without. All
seem to have enjoyed the ex-
perience. While not trying to
influence the subject of their
sermons, I have tended to
point out the connection be-
tween the history of jazz mu-
sic and the history of slavery,
the civil rights movement and
race relations.

One of the goals of my jazz
services has been (o try to get
some different people into
church, This in turn requires
some effort put into market-
ing. Here we are probably
fortunate in being in the con-
fines of the Isle of Man. In ad-
dition to getting posters into
various shops and other lo-
cations, we have been able to
getiree mentions on local ra-
dio, the local newspapers, &
village newsletter and in re-
cent years various websit

During the early years it
was necessary forme to type
up and copy an order of serv-
ice featuring the words of the
hymns, etc. Thankfully,
cent years the installation of
4 projector system has re-

The annual jazz service
has become a feature of our
church year. If anyone else.
has an inclination to do so-
‘metking similar in their com-
munity, I would encourage
you'to o so. If I can be any
help, please contact me at
colinclark@manx.net



