ISLE OF MAN METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD and PRESCHOOL/PLAY GROUP FORM OF LICENCE – EXPLANATORY NOTES

This paper sets out requirements covering the use by others of Methodist Church premises in the Isle of Man.  Some of the requirements come from Methodist Church Insurance and some come from the Connexional Property Office.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Methodist Insurance state within the policy documents the following in respect of Public Liability cover. 

‘Indemnity to hirers

This extension provides public liability cover for hirers of your church for occasional social events on not more than 3 occasions per hirer, per year.  Cover is on a ‘contingent’ basis i.e. it applies with your agreement and provided that no other insurance is in force.  The limit applied is £2,000,000 for this extension.’

Public liability is the part of our insurance that covers us if someone within our premises has an accident due to our negligence i.e. trips over a badly fitted carpet and injures themselves.  The church policy will cover all activities that are organised by the church such as fellowship and youth group meetings.  

However when we let our premises to others groups for their own use this cover only extends to them for three occasions in any twelve months at a figure of only £2,000,000.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Methodist Property Office provide two draft licenses to be used to cover arrangements with users of church property.  One is for general users and there is a special one for preschool and play school groups.

It is imperative that we make regular hirers aware of the insurance requirement and ask them to provide us with copy of their own insurance cover.  Clause 5.6 of both licences covers this point.

The Methodist Property Office require in all cases of regular part-time lettings that a Licence Agreement be entered into between the Managing Trustees and the user.  Where the attached forms are used, the approval of the Connexional Team under SO 931(3) is deemed to be given. These forms are available on the Methodist UK website but the copies enclosed with this document have been amended for use in the Isle of Man.  Please do not use a ‘UK’ form.

The Methodist Property Office should always be consulted, as the representative of the Connexional Team, before any of the provisions in the attached form are omitted from any particular Licence Agreement, or any other alterations made.

Unless specific approval has been given by the Connexional Team no Licence Agreement should be entered into for longer than twelve months.  All Licence Agreements should be renewed at least annually on the same or similar terms as appropriate.

Please note that the Trustees for Manx Methodist Church Purposes are not able to provide legal advice to Managing Trustees, nor are they able to comment on the suitability of this form of Licence for the particular needs of Managing Trustees. 

You should always consult a suitably qualified advocate (in the Isle of Man we recommend Corlet Bolton & Co tel 676868 mail@corlettbolton.com) if you have any doubts or concerns about the legal consequences of any agreement, including this Licence, or if you have any questions about the applicability of this form agreement to the particular circumstances of your Church or Circuit.

The following notes relate to the sections of the licences that need completion by each church. The example text shown in bold italics is what needs to be replaced relevant to your use.

Opening paragraph.

This Agreement is made the 1st day of March 2012 between Mr Alfred Green and Mrs Belinda Murphy for themselves and others the members (or such of the members as have attained full age) of Trinity METHODIST CHURCH COUNCIL/CIRCUIT MEETING care of The Treasurer, Mr William Jones, No 4, Highfield Crescent, Douglas IM2 4LQ which expression shall include their successors from time to time ascertained in accordance with the provisions of Part II of Schedule 2 to the Methodist Church Act 1976 which was extended to the Isle of Man by The Methodist Church Act 1976 (Isle of Man) Order 1982 (S.I. 1982 No. 1670) (“the Managing Trustees”) and Mr George Shuttle of 2 Net Street, Port Erin, IM9 3FG Chairman representing The Southern Badminton Club ("the Licensee") .

Or in the case of a Play Group or Pre School Group……

and Mrs Mavis Black and Miss Mary Brown of 23 Tennis Road, Douglas, IM3 4GH and Flat 4, 2 Tynwald Street, Douglas, IM1 3AB  the Officers of the Tiny Tots Pre-School Group/Play Group ("the Group")

1
In consideration of the payment of the Licence Fee by the Group the Managing Trustees permit the Licensee/Group to share the use of the upper hall, the lower kitchen, the toilets and storage facilities in the back room (“the Premises”) with the Managing Trustees upon the terms of this Agreement.

2
The Licensee/Group shall pay to the Managing Trustees the sum of £350.00 on the 1st day of each month in advance without set off or deduction (“the Licence Fee”). 

3
3.1
The Licensee/Group is permitted to use the Premises between the hours of 9.00 am and 12.30 pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friady each week during school terms (except Bank Holidays and Good Friday or otherwise at the Managing Trustees’ absolute discretion) from the 1st day of September 2012 until the 31st day of August 2013 unless this Agreement is terminated sooner in accordance with its terms.


3.2
The Premises shall only be used by the Licensee/Group for the purposes of a Pre-School Group for children of pre-school age and for no other purpose. OR The Southern Badminton Club.

FIRST SCHEDULE

(items of furniture and equipment available for use by the Group that belong to the church)

The form is then signed by the two named representatives of the Church Council and the named representative(s) of the Licensee or Group.  There can be two copies of the form prepared and both sets of formed signed and dated at the same time, one for each party or one set of forms retained by the church but copied to the Licensee or Group.

Copies of the Isle of Man Licences for general use and for use with Play School or Pre School Groups are available at methodist.org.im/publications.html or The Methodist Church in the Isle of Man, Barrule Road, Willaston, Isle of Man, IM2 6LB. 
David Le Prevost

Trinity Methodist Church 

16 August 2012

Updated by Laura Ketteridge (District Administrator) on 15 January 2016
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